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In recent years artificial-life approaches (AL) have become a rather popular methodological tool for economic analysis. This paper proposes to view them as a special type of experimental economics – namely as the class of experiments where the object of investigation, economic man, is not represented by real time decisions of human individuals but by trajectories of interacting programs representing in turn simple decision logics of economic entities (see also [Hanappi, 1994, pp.171-175]). To drive home this point we first explore and classify the current AL research (chapter 1) and compare it to the research tenets in experimental economics (chapter 2). As a consequence of this comparison the methodological status of AL and its relevance for modeling complex social systems can be systematically discussed (chapter 3). In a concluding chapter we then proceed to show how some of the results of these different strands of research could be combined to yield some synergetic extra insight.

